
Dr Lorraine Hammond AM, Director Education, Primary Focus and Associate Professor, Edith Cowan University

Dr Lorraine Hammond is a specialist in teacher-led instruction, including Explicit Instruction – an example of high 
impact instruction. Her particular skills are in the prevention of early literacy development, literacy based learning 
difficulties and classroom coaching. She is currently leading the Kimberley Schools project and was recently 
appointed a member in the General Division of the Order or Australia, or AM, for her contribution to educational 
improvement in Australia.
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Toni Hatten Roberts, Director, CogLearn

Toni is widely regarded as one of the most accomplished teachers in the world. She has a wide and diverse 
experience in education having served as a teacher in early childhood, primary school and secondary school; a 
regional advisor for mathematics, science, outdoor education and gifted education; a Head of Curriculum; a 
Deputy Principal; a Principal; and a Director of Education. Toni is currently a Director and Lead Consultant for 
COGlearn. Toni has a Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Social Science – Psychology (Honours). Her original 
research into the importance of verbal rehearsal in learning was recognized through her participation in the 
International Conference of Learning Sciences in London in 2018. She is currently a PHD candidate at the 
University of Queensland.



Elena Douglas, CEO of Knowledge Society

Elena Douglas is the founder and CEO of Knowledge Society and a sought after public policy and change advisor 
and strategist. She has been an entrepreneur, social and economic impact evaluator, teacher and executive in 
Universities. Elena led the Knowledge Nation initiative which included the Knowledge Nation 100 – Rock stars of 
the knowledge economy in partnership with the Australian newspaper and the Chief Scientist and the Knowledge 
Nation Summit in April 2016. 

Dr. Pamela Snow, Professor of Cognitive Psychology, La Trobe University

Dr. Pamela Snow is a registered psychologist, having qualified originally in speech pathology. Her research has 
been funded by nationally competitive schemes such as the ARC Discovery Program and spans various aspects 
of risk in childhood and adolescence, in particular: the role of oral language in applying evidence in the 
language-to-literacy transition in the early years of school. Pamela has taught a wide range of undergraduate 
health professionals, and also has experience in undergraduate and postgraduate teacher education. She has 
research links with the education, welfare and justice sectors and her research has been published in a wide 
range of international journals. Pamela has currently published over 170 publications consisting of research 
reports, book chapters and monographs.
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Ross Fox, Director of Catholic Education Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn

Ross Fox is Director of Catholic Education, Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn (‘CECG’) and was formerly 
Director in the Catholic Education Office Melbourne and Executive Director with the National Catholic Education 
Commission. With a deep passion for seeing every child benefit from quality teaching and learning, Ross has 
driven the inception and rollout of Catalyst. Catalyst is a major initiative of CECG to provide comprehensive 
professional learning to teachers and leaders in instructional leadership, evidence-based early literacy instruction 
(K-2) and high impact teacher practice (K-12). The program involves 56 schools and over 2,500 teachers. It is a 
world-first and is being examined by the Australian Education Research Organisation and the Grattan Institute. 
Early data has indicated not just improvements in teacher practice and leader confidence, but improvements in 
student outcomes, including in reading performance and numeracy. 

Dr. Jenny Donovan, CEO of Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO)

Dr. Jenny Donovan is the CEO of the Australian Education Research Organisation. Prior to this role, she 
established and led the Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation (CESE) as Executive Director for eight 
years. Dr. Donovan began her career as a high school teacher in Sydney’s western suburbs. She has worked in a 
number of education roles in operational and policy areas, including some years as Deputy Director of a 
not-for-profit education assessment agency at the University of New South Wales. She was Managing Director of 
the National Learning Progressions and Online Formative Assessment Initiative; a national priority project for 
Australian education ministers. She holds a PhD in History from the University of Sydney.
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